What About Near-Death Experiences
By Dave DeWitt

| will use the representation NDE, like most people do, to refer to aDsth Experience that
reveals something about the afterlife or the nature of the human soul.

TheEuropean Academy of Neurologlaims they havanalyzed participants from 35 countries who

reported something like a nedeath experience. Thegportedthat in-10 people havhada neaf

death experience.

1 Eben Alexander, M.D.,wrot@ Pr oof of Heaven: A Neurosuwr.geon
Alexander told about his nedeath experiences after coming out of a sel@ncomaj2oi2fi Ne w
York Times #1 Best Sell ero]

1 In 2010, Kevin and Alex Malarkey wrot8, The Boy Who Came Feayeds fr om
after it was published, Alex said he made it up to get attention.

1 The 2014 moviefiHeavenis for Rea] was about a young boy who slipped into unconsciousness
during emergency surgery, supposedly visited heaven, and met deceased loved ones along
with Jesus. The movie grossed over 100 million dollars.

Not all NDEs are upliftingA 2016 article for the National Institutes lgealth, entitlediDistressing
NearDeath Experiences: TheBasicec e por t ed, @A Some are deeply dis
forthcoming about such an event; theypheadbotede; tF
information from answersingensis.org, October 24, 2020]

April 17, 2022,Dr. Bruce GreysorRrofessorEmeritusof Psychiatry at the University of Virginia
MedicalSchoojcameo ut wi t h a b Ad&ctorExplores#vbdatNeakf t er :
DeathExperienceR e v e Rr.lGregson claims,

| collected about a thousand cases that people had sent to me about their ederatear

experienceséthey talk about their senses beirt

experience being more real than real, more real than this world nelmsieathexperiencesire

the same around the worl d dowdheytdbescribthegeh t he cer

phenomends influenced by their cultural background. For exampémple all around the world

will talk about encountering a warm loving beingight that radiates unconditional love toward

them. And if you are talking to someone who is raised in the United Staggsnay identify this

as God or sometimes Jesus, whereas someone who is in a Hindu or Buddhist culture will not use

t hos e t d&thayfnd makes life meaningful and fulfilling ftmem.

[youtube.com/watch?v=J5n2dzN1joU]

TheUniversity of Virginia (UVA) School of Medicinencludesthe following descriptions of NDESs:
Afcomfortable feelings without pain, an i ntense
family, friends or religiousigures, weltlb e i ng, or  (Tee8ehf@mhti@not btherwsenate®

from answersingensis.org, October 24, 2020]

There Are a Few Things We Should Observeabout Reported Near-Death Experiences
Therehave been various medical reasons given for these experiences: hallucinations, drugs, the body
releasing paikilling endorphins, and reduced oxygen to the brain (cerebral hypdxia).does not

mean these are sufficient explanatidng, these thigs may indeed cause mind alteratidviest

people(at least 90%), who come close to death and surgiveotreport anysuch experiences.

The reason for the interest in NDEs ($100 million dollar moaietbestseller books)s a supposed
connection between therife after deathand the nature ofthesoilNot e t he titl e of
bookon NDEsi s fi AahdtDeAlexamdercallsNDEs a fAJour ney Nostich t he A

1


https://medicalxpress.com/news/2019-06-people-near-death.html
https://www.boxofficemojo.com/release/rl3495331329/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6173534/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6173534/
https://med.virginia.edu/perceptual-studies/our-research/near-death-experiences-ndes/

connection existsThe reality is the people telling of the experienceraitin fact,die at thatime.
No one who has died has come back to tell us of the experience (except Jesus)

The Bible Never Validates Near-Death Experiences

NDEs Are In Opposition to the Teaching of Jesus
The most basic thing to notice about NDEs is that they are contrary to the Bible. If the Bible is true,
they are a false depiction of the nature of the soul anaftbsife.

NDEs are not about Christianity. They do not proclaim the biblical gospel. They are experiences
anyone might have. Dr. Greyson [who | quoted earlier in the article] includes Hindus and Buddhists.
But seven times Jesus said all unbelievers after deatloiagetg a place where therevieeping and

gnashing of teetfMatthew 8:12; 13:42, 50; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30; Luke 13:28), not a place where
there are fAsensbatiinogn,s oorf cpoemrapclee,t ewellolve. 0 Jesus
this place vas theouter darkness not fAan intense |light. o Jesus
death experience, but the implication of the NDE is that after death, all is well, for everybody.

Jesus told the story about the deaths of two men, a rich man and a poor beggar named Lazarus (Luke
16:19316 whether it was a parable or a historical event, the point is the same). Neither had an NDE,
but immediately after death, Lazarus wasried away by the angetnd the rich man wasn
Hades[where]helifted uphis eyes being in tormemilthough this was not a nedeath experience,

it was an immediatebafterdeath experience. And it was nothing like the majority of the NDEs.

The Human Soul Is Never Disconnected from a Bodily form

In the Bible, the only time human souls are disconnected from their earthly bodies is at death
(Genesis 35:18). At that time, they are immediately connected to another bodily form (Matthew 17:3;
Luke 16:2023; 1 Corinthians 15:40, 44). After this life, p® are in a bodily form (awaiting a
resurrected body), either in the presence of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:8) or in Hades (Matthew10:28).
Their spirit does not float around looking back at their bodies. There are no such things as ghosts
disembodiechumanspirits.

People Raised from the Dead Never Reported an NDE

In the Bible, there arsomepeople raised from the deatlKings 17:1722; 2 Kings13:2021;

Matthew 9:1830; Luke 712-15; John 11:3%4; Acts 9:3641; 209-12). There was at least
someperiod of timewhen theBible says theyvere not alive, yet none of them ever reported having
an NDE.

Visions Were Not NDEs

Ezekiel was given a vision of Jerusalem (Ezekiel 8:3). The Apostle Paul, or someone he knew, was

given a vision of the third heaven (2 Corinthians 12x.1The Apostle John was given a visiarthe

spirit to the area of the throne of God (Revelation2).1But none of these men almost died. Their

life was not in danger, and their soul did not leave their body. They were given a visioBdtbm

They were not experiencing an NDE. These were apostles and prophets given revelation from God.

There is no suggestion in Scripture that believers were to look for visions from heaven.
Ezekiel 13:23,Ai Son of man, prophesy against the pro
those who prophesy from heir own inspiratio
Lord GOD, fAWoe to the f l i sh prophseens who a
not hing. o

t
(OJ0)


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Kings%2017.17%E2%80%9322
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Kings%2013.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Kings%2013.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%209.36-41

Stephen Did Not Have an NDE

St e p h e Behaldalisek the lieavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of
G o d(Acts 7:56) Stephen did not report floating out of his boldgtying comfortable feelings

without pain, an intense light, sensations of peace, encounters with deceased family, [or] friends.
Stephen did not come back from a ndaath experience. Stephen died. Whatdwe was where he

was going after he died. This is something other Christians might also experience as they die, but it is
not a neadeathexperience. It is a death experience.

Conclusion

If a Christian has an NDE, he or she should treat it as something that happens to some people, as an

unusual dream, and attach no spiritual significance to it. If NDEs are real (and they seem to be real),

there ardour things to understand about them

(1) They are not death experiences, people rweport having NDEs did not die from the experience.
Therefore, they are not a connection to the afterlife, or the nature of the human soul.

(2) They are spiritually irrelevant because the Bible does not mention them.

(3) Truth should never be determined from our experi@rneeer. Remember Satan is an angel of
light waiting to deceive us (2 Corinthians 111456 ) . But JSamctifyshepinthey ed, f
truth, Yourwo r d i &ohh X717%) h o

(4) The result of NDEs is to deny the message of the Bible. For examgyedeny the biblical
gospel | have never heard an NDE where someone istt@tiall have sinned and fall short of the
gloryofGodand they need to repent and receive Chr
attack on the Bible.



